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of Ministers and ministers themselves should be responsible to
,the Assembly, as was the President himself; and that every act
of the President's should be counter-signed by a minister. The
Rivet Law meant re-affirmation of the principles of parlia-
mentary sovereignty and clarification of the shape of the
executive organs of government, as well as consolidation of
Republic rather than Monarchy or Empire. It could scarcely
be, in substance, compatible with the Bordeaux Pact.1
In the second place, Thiers had to look increasingly to the
parties of the Left for his support; and this, too, gave the
regime a bias towards not only a Republic but a more Radical
Republic. The Rivet Law had, paradoxically enough, been
passed under pressure from Thiers's own supporters, the Left-
Centre, by the Monarchists. They hoped that by concentrating
authority in the hands of the President and the Assembly in
which they held a good majority, they would retain the power
of replacing Thiers by a king in due course. It was opposed by
Gambetta and the Republicans (which was one reason why the
Monarchists supported it) on the grounds that it broke the
Bordeaux Pact. The party reactions, as described by Thiers
himself, were that 'the Monarchists, furious at finding them-
selves in a Republic, and the Republicans, fretful at its not be-
ing Republican enough, are ready to fly at one another's
throats, and I am obliged to throw myself between them to
prevent them restarting the civil war, perhaps splitting the
Army and destroying our growing credit, and so depriving me
of the means for freeing our national soil from the presence of
the foreigner'.2 In the autumn of 1871, Gambetta launched a
great campaign in the countryside for the dissolution of the
National Assembly, and in the course of it made a series of
speeches which became the basis of the new Republican creed.
The campaign continued through 1872, and bore fruit in a
long succession of Republican victories at by-elections, wherein
1  For full text of the Rivet Law, see L. Duguit, H. Monnier and
R. Bonnard: Les Constitutions et Principdes Lois Politiques de la France
depuis 1789 (5th edn. 1932), pp. cxxi-cxxv and 315-16. Cf.: Notes et
Souvenirs^ p. 422 and Brabant, op. cit., p. 492.
2 Bouniols: op. cit., p. 98; and see ibid., pp. 107, 130.